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Press Conference of India International Science Festival (26.11.2021)

A press conference was organized on the occasion of India International Science Festival at ICAR-
National Research Centre for Grapes, Pune. On this occasion, Sri Deepak Kale from Navbharat
Times and Sri Dinesh Chandra from Hadapsar Express were invited as Chief Guest. In the very
beginning, Dr. R.G. Somkuwar (Director, ICAR-NRC for Grapes, Pune) briefed about the salient
research achievements of ICAR-NRC for Grapes, Pune. He laid emphasis on farmer oriented work,
lab to land program, extension wing, quality improvement of grapes, increased export potential,
breeding program, biotechnological tools and its applications, different varieties released by the
institute i.e. Manjari Shyama, Manjari Medika and Manjari Naveen, stage wise crop and nutrient
management and team effort of this institute. Dr. S.D. Ramteke (Principal Scientist, Plant
Physiology) gave emphasis to Grape Net. Grape Net is the first internet based residue traceability
software system established in the country, for monitoring of fresh grapes for export to the
European Union countries. This software was developed by APEDA with inputs from all the
stakeholders in grape industry. Dr. A. K. Sharma ([Principal Scientist, Horticulture) highlighted
the importance of novel technologies like nanotechnology, drones, Artificial intelligence and block
chain in agriculture.

On this occasion, Mr. Prahlad More, Lead-Product Safety and Mr. Sushil Desai, Lead-Product
Stewardship from Bayer Crop Science Limited were also invited to demonstrate the drone
technology and its application in grapes. A battery-powered multi-rotor drone can feature an
automatic filling tank designed to match exact field sizes and trace terrains through height
sensors that maintain a constant distance above fields. Drone application needs less water
and reduces the overall volume of solution application compared with the “cover all”
strategy of most human-led spraying. Replacing a diesel-powered sprayer with an electric
battery-powered drone also conserves fuel. Beyond elevating yield potential, multi-rotor
drones present a faster, safer application strategy compared to hand spraying. The main
advantage of drone application, however, remains the ability to apply just the right amount
of treatment in the locations where it’s needed.






